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States: Where the Rules Get Written

State power is where a lot of democracy

lives or dies. State legislatures draw the

maps that decide who gets a real shot at

winning. They write laws about:

« How easy it is to register and vote

« Abortion access

« LGBTQ+ rights

« Public schools
and libraries

Governors sign or
veto those laws,
appoint key officials, and can refuse to go
along with anti-democratic schemes. State
supreme courts are often the final word on
gerrymandering, abortion bans, voting rights,
and whether officials can refuse to certify
election results.

When we win local races, we;
+ Build lasting infrastructure instead of
campaigns that fly in and vanish

- Boost turnout up the ballot

- Grow the hench for future leaders
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Local Races: First Line
Local races are the ecosystem closest to daily
life. Many of us once thought, “l only care

about who is President or Senator.” The right
wing never made that mistake. They

invested in school boards, city councils,

sheriffs, secretaries of state, and election

boards that:

« Decide what kids learn in school
« Choose where and how people vote
« Enforce or ignore civil-rights =

“school
. Cl
protections Board
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Your 2026 Action Checklist

0 Knock doors for a candidate

0 Make calls for a must-win race

0 Write postcards for a special election
O Text voters to check their voting plans
o Chip in for a down-ballot campaign
0 Phonebank for a key race

o VOTE in every election

O Sign up to be a poll worker

O Help register new voters

O Get training in curing ballots

O Share election info on social media

O Host a small house party for a candidate
O Volunteer with a democracy group

o

itsblueturn.com

Pick three of these and
text a friend to join you!
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How We Win 2026

A tiny guide to elections
when everything feels broken

m

Use this zine to start a conversation



